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Our poster “Do’s and Don’ts for the safe use of 
solvents” uses easy to understand icons allowing 
everyone at workplaces to immediately grasp the basic 
rules of the safe handling of solvents. 

Available in  

“This poster is produced by the European Solvents Industry Group. The information and guidance given is accurate to the best of the Knowledge of ESIG and is given in the utmost good faith. It remains at all times the responsability of the reader/solvent user 
to ensure that this information is suitable for the intended situation or application. ESIG makes no representation or warranties as to the completeness or accuracy of this information and will in no event be responsible for damages of any nature whatsoever 
resulting from the use or reliance on the information contained in this poster.”

ADVICE AND HELP IN HYDROCARBON AND OXYGENATED SOLVENTS

For further information about ESIG or regular updates of the poster, sign-up via the ESIG website at http://www.esig.info/register or contact the ESIG secretariat at :
esig@cefic.be   Tel: +32 2 676 72 69   Fax: +32 2 676 72 16
Avenue E. van Nieuwenhuyse 4, B-1160 Brussels, Belgium
www.esig.org

THE DO’S AND DON’TS
FOR THE SAFE USE OF SOLVENTS

SAFETY DATASHEET
Do read the label and safety 
data sheet.

EYE PROTECTION
Do wear safety glasses or 
googles as indicated.

VENTILATION
Do ensure good ventilation 
and wear respiratory 
equipment when working 
in poorly ventilated areas.

SKIN PROTECTION
Do wear gloves and protective 
clothing. Avoid contact with any 
area of skin whenever possible.

DISPOSAL
Do dispose of solvents properly 

in line with local regulation.

DISPOSAL
Don’t pour solvents down 
the drain or onto soil.

EATING OR DRINKING
Don’t eat or drink while 

using solvents.

VAPOUR
Don’t leave containers open.

Avoid inhaling vapours.

STATIC ELECTRICITY
Don’t forget to avoid static 

electricity through 
proper earthing.

NO SMOKING OR 
IGNITION SOURCE

Don’t smoke when using 
solvents and avoid all 

ignition sources.

Our Best Practices Guidelines “Safe Use of Gloves for 
the Handling of Solvents” explains how to choose the 
right gloves by providing information on which glove 
material to use for which solvent and how to put on 
and remove gloves in order to avoid skin contact. 

Available in     

Our poster “10 tips for the safe use of gloves”.

Available in  

Our Best Practice Guidelines “Strategies and 
Techniques for Measuring Solvent Vapour 
Concentrations in the Work Environment” focuses on 
a tiered approach when implementing a measurement 
strategy for verification of the level of exposure. 
It provides insight into the various measurement 
techniques available and when they may be applied 
to define solvent emission sources, personal exposure 
and the exposure control measures’ effectiveness.

Our Best Practice Guidelines “Flammability: a 
safe guide for users – safe working with industrial 
solvents” explains the main issues linked to solvents’ 
flammability and static electricity. It provides 
recommendations to mitigate the associated risks.

Our Best Practice Guidelines “Respiratory Protection 
Selection and Use – Guide for Solvents” supports 
manufacturers, safety professionals, and users in industry 
and trade in selecting and applying the right respiratory 
protective equipment when working with solvents.

OVERVIEW « SOLVENTS@WORK »

https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DO_DONT_posters_languages_2019-EN.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DO_DONT_posters_languages_2019-FR.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DO_DONT_posters_languages_2019-DU.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DO_DONT_posters_languages_2019-IT.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DO_DONT_posters_languages_2019-ES.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BPG_gloves-when-working-EN-simple.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BPG_gloves-when-working-FR-simple-1.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BPG_gloves-when-working-DE-simple.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BPG_gloves-when-working-IT-simple.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BPG_gloves-when-working-ES-simple.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/use_gloves-when-working-EN.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/use_gloves-when-working-FR.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/use_gloves-when-working-DU.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/use_gloves-when-working-IT.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/use_gloves-when-working-ES.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BPG_Strategiesandtechniques-V2024-FINAL.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BPG_Strategiesandtechniques-V2024-FINAL.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BPG_Strategiesandtechniques-V2024-FINAL.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Flammability-A-safety-guide_2022-FINAL-v2.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Flammability-A-safety-guide_2022-FINAL-v2.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Flammability-A-safety-guide_2022-FINAL-v2.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/BPG_Respiratory-Protection-2025_FINAL.pdf
https://www.esig.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/BPG_Respiratory-Protection-2025_FINAL.pdf
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Our film “Safe handling of solvents” enables users 
to identify health and environmental hazards and to 
implement best practices to ensure the safe handling 
of solvents. *

Available in  

Our film “Safe loading and transportation of bulk 
solvents by road” aims to support hauliers, drivers 
and site operators by identifying best practices in the 
transport of solvents and bulk transfer between vehicles 
and storage vessels. *

Available in  

Our film “Solvents and the safe use of gloves” shows 
how to select the appropriate gloves for a particular 
solvent, and how to use gloves for maximum protection.*

Available in  

Our film “Solvents and IBCs” contains valuable 
guidance on how to select Intermediate Bulk Containers 
(IBC). It shows best practices for storage and handling 
and gives information about relevant legislation on  
the handling of hazardous solvents. *

Available in  

Our films “Solvents and static electricity” (part 1/part 2) 
show users and handlers of solvent-based materials 
how to identify potential sources of static electricity in 
the workplace and implement measures to avoid static 
discharges. *

Part 1 Available in  
Part 2 Available in  

Our films on the Reciprocal Calculation Procedure 
(RCP) explain what this method is used for and  
how to calculate the occupational exposure limits  
of hydrocarbon solvents. 
- Part 1: what hydrocarbon solvents and RCP are
- Part 2: how to calculate an OEL based on RCP method

How to 
calculate en OEL
based on the RCP?
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https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=HCpskgjS1Gc
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=wspDnfkF2KY
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=xy5Bg5yfzuE&t
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=LgPhxqalwLQ
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=RYNFpObfRu8
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=mWDG26K7hGI
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=b8vMEY3Wuzo
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=dZJ7GgriB60
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=o22njuHgD1w
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=yjgrWidPTwg
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=v53WrFrdjdg
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=kTW22BE6Hgo
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=E0OmGhJDKhE
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=a9hMQq1JzOk
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=ltdZgLAaAH0
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=58vQJYQXoFo
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=rFXkk68CAeM
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=4cNbrWcKGCs
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=4M9LSGTJKrg
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=L6Ztkzyx3ZY
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=psTStb6VOc8
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=fyN11vJBum8
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=XxUVOkyJ9XU
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=lB4dEcpmPUw
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=l7PcB-iHsLM
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=yqk97DM26vI
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=5gKhKD7DdTE
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=QIXKJuGEkWo
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=wknQmFx6oVI
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=FvDX73mZ2JU
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=WCZCVOSWnj4
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=nkUaU56lP-8
https://www.esig.org/video/?videoNumber=wJk-yWRE0YA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsD_k5NmoQs
youtube.com/watch?v=RIgmqgFbQYM&feature=youtu.be

