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Dear customer,

Dear supplier,

Recently you inquired on information about uses* under REACH. This letter is to inform you about the communication process on uses. This process has been developed by the Chemical Industry via the Manufacturers Association Cefic, the Distributors Association FECC and the Downstream Users Association DUCC. 
Before the Chemical Safety Assessment can be started, all uses should be known. The 'alignment on use' process has been designed to communicate the uses of any given substance in an efficient way. In this approach, manufacturers and importers start developing information on uses in cooperation with selected customers and with Downstream Users associations. This should result in a list that includes most of the uses. The list is then made available by each supplier to all his downstream users. In case a downstream user does not find his use on the list, he has the possibility to inform his supplier via a standard form. Subsequently, the manufacturers and importers will inform the Downstream Users which uses will be supported. 
The ‘alignment’ process should happen in the early stages of the registration process.
Please note there is no need to inform us about uses yet. For substances with a registration deadline of 30 November 2010 the alignment on uses should happen during 2009. For substances with later registration deadlines the same approach will apply at a later stage.

Cefic and Downstream Users organisations are finalizing the guidance and tools so that these can be made available before the end of 2008 **. The tools for communication of uses will start running in the second quarter of 2009. Then the first lists with use information can be offered to downstream users for their review. 
Alignment on uses is a pre-requisite for exposure scenario development. Further communication on exposure scenarios is to be foreseen as of next year. Guidance and processes for the generation of exposure scenarios are being developed. 
Kind regards,
(*)While industry understands “use” as a way to describe the functionality or the application of the substance, under REACH, this term is related to the process and its derived exposures. Typical examples of uses include processing, formulating, transfer from one container to another etc. 
In the framework of the REACH Guidance on Information Requirements and Chemical Safety Assessment
, a "Use Descriptor System" based on four elements has been developed. Those elements are: sector of use (SU), chemical product category (PC), process category (PROC) and article category (AC)
. Additionally, a fifth element that should be considered is the Environmental Release Category (ERC). Information about downstream uses is required in the format of the “Use Descriptors System” and will be integrated in that format in the registration dossier. 
(**) See the section ‘REACH Implementation’ on the Cefic website 
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