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2002 Product Stewardship Awards

Overall winner: British Coatings Federation

The British Coatings Federation (BCF) is the sole trade association for the decorative, industrial, powder coatings and printing inks manufacturing industry in the UK. It represents over 90% of the total national market of coatings and printing inks. 

BCF provides support to the coatings industry and represents the interest of its members. The federation meets the needs of this sector through co-ordinating member interest groups, developing best practice initiatives, establishing industry standards and by preparing guidance advice and training.  An important aspect of the development of these initiatives is the continued efforts made to seek interaction and feedback from regulatory bodies.  BCF is involved in open dialogue with regulators at both the drafting stages and the implementation stages of new legislation.  This helps both ensure that regulators are aware of members needs which helps to avoid prescriptive legislation and in addition means that BCF are able to provide its members with the best advice on how to implement completed legislation.

The Federation is this year’s winner of the General Stewardship Award in recognition of its production of a number of impressive guidelines to help its members and their customers handle solvents in a safe and environmentally conscious manner.  The efforts to which BCF has gone to make these guidelines available are particularly commendable as a wide variety of communication channels have been used such as seminars, workshops and information exchanges not only with BCF members but also with regulators and other stakeholders.

Many of the BCF’s activities on solvents aim to improve the efficiency of solvent use and to develop responsible attitudes and best practice in solvent management, whether in coatings manufactures or use. Guidance materials such as the ‘VOC workbook’ and the interactive multimedia SafetyNet training package on coatings have been enthusiastically received by solvent users. BCF has also been involved in the HSE’s recent initiative on the inspection of coatings manufacturing plant.  This focuses, among other aspects, on solvent handling and is expected to lead to development of guidance materials and joint initiatives in this area.

More information, advice and guidance is available from BCF’s website at www.coatings.org.uk
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