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NEWS RELEASE

Xperimania* chat in French: How are chemicals used in art restoration?

How to preserve pieces of art for future generations? How does chemistry contribute in preventing the deterioration of old art works? In the Xperimania (www.xperimania.net) chat “How are chemicals used in art restoration?” on 5 February at 14.00 CET students can pose these questions to Mrs Myriam Serck-Dewaide, the Director General of the Royal Institute of Cultural Heritage. The chat language will be French.

Chemistry is a key factor in practical conservation. It contributes in hindering the damage of sunlight, humidity and poor maintenance. In a pure or mixed form, petrochemicals are widely used in treatments, in preventive conservation, remedial conservation and restoration.

The expert of the chat, Mrs Myriam Serck-Dewaide, is the Director General Royal Institute of Cultural Heritage, which is dedicated to the study, conservation and development of Belgium's cultural heritage. Its role covers the analysis of works for the conservation of art pieces, advice and treatments in preventive conservation, remedial conservation and restoration. 

Mrs Serck holds a university degree in history of art and archaeology. Before her current position, she was in charge of many highly reputed renovation projects in Belgium and abroad, including works for the Louvre Museum in Paris. 


Interested in taking part in the Xperimania online chat held in French? Schools can register by sending an email to xperimania@eun.org  with the subject line “French Xperimania chat”.

* Xperimania is an educational programme targeted at secondary schools in the 27 EU member states.  It was launched in 2007 and aims to help European teacher and students to explore the properties of materials and understand some of the processes involved in creating materials used in every day objects.  The activities are design to raise pupils’ awareness of how petrochemistry contributes to the development of modern materials.  www.xperimania.net
For further information:

Ann Whent, Communication Counsellor – awh@cefic.be - + 32 2 6767360

[image: image1.png]

 Chemistry making a world of difference

European Chemical Industry Council – Cefic aisbl

Avenue E. van Nieuwenhuyse 4   B - 1160 Brussels   Belgium   

Tel: +32 2 676 72 11   Fax: +32 2 676 73 01   mail@cefic.be   www.cefic.org

[image: image2.jpg]ASSOCIATION OF
PETROCHEMICALS PRODUCERS
IN EUROPE



