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Chemical Industry dismissive of latest REACH scare story 

Brussels, 17 September 2008 – Several articles in the UK press today suggest that the Chemical Industry sales would be severely hit by the banning of substances due to the publication of the ChemSec list today. The so-called ‘SIN list’ (Substitute it Now) from the NGO ChemSec, published today, is obviously bare of any legal value. The ‘SIN list’ is a “wish list” from a specific interest group and not part of REACH; it will only contribute to confusion throughout the value chain and markets. Cefic believes that such frightening warnings are misleading, in particular at the time of the current turmoil of stock markets due to financial community problems. 
The list referred to is a “wish list” document published by environmental groups, which has no legal value and is not part of the REACH process. It includes a range of high volume substances like benzene and styrene, which are only used as intermediates and therefore do not even fall under authorisation.

The REACH process is governed by the European Chemicals Agency, which is the sole responsible body to publish the candidate list of substances that will undergo further evaluation and which might end up on the official Candidate List, i.e. the substances eligible to the authorisation element of REACH. On June 30, 2008 ECHA published a first list including sixteen substances. In a later stage, this list might be complemented by additional substances proposed by the member states. Again, the responsibility for this process lies exclusively with ECHA and the EU member states and Cefic believes that any list published outside this process is of no help at all.

Fundamentally, an authorisation process, for the marketing of chemical substances as for any activity falling under such an administrative authorisation procedure, allows interested companies to document a dossier to indeed get the authorisation! In the case of REACH this requires that companies are able to demonstrate the safe management of the substances.

Cefic for its part is making a major effort to help the industry to fulfil the REACH requirements, including on authorisation; the chemical companies are fully mobilised to comply with REACH and demonstrate the safe management of chemicals in commerce. Cefic is also looking further down in the supply chain, and all these issues around the various steps of REACH, including authorisation and substitution will be addressed at an industry workshop targeted at the value chain, REACH and Retail Sustainability, in Brussels at the end of September.
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